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  FIGURE 15.1  Renzulli’s “Three-Ring” Definition of Giftedness
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SOURCE: Adapted from J. Renzulli, “What Makes Giftedness? Reexamining a Definition,” Phi Delta Kappan, 60, 1978, p. 184.

Renzulli’s (1978, 1998) “Three-Ring” model of giftedness, represented visually as 
three intersecting circles (see Figure 15.1), is perhaps the best known model in the field 
(Plucker & Callahan, 2014). Giftedness comprises three traits: creativity, above-average 
intellectual abilities, and task commitment. The focus of this model is on endeavors 
and activities that demonstrate giftedness; some examples of these behavioral mani-
festations are listed in Table 15.1. “Perhaps the major contribution of the three-ring 
conception of giftedness is that it was among the first efforts to make creative produc-
tivity a goal of gifted education” (Plucker & Callahan, 2014, p. 391).

Piirto (2007) provides a definition of giftedness that applies to school settings. In 
this context, the gifted population includes

those individuals who, by way of learning characteristics such as superior memory, 
observational powers, curiosity, creativity, and the ability to learn school-related 
subject matters rapidly and accurately with a minimum of drill and repetition, 
have a right to an education that is differentiated according to these characteristics 
because all children have a right to be educated according to their needs. (p. 37)

These children can be observed early, and their education should be planned to 
address their needs from preschool through college. Piirto also presents a model of tal-
ent development (see Figure 15.2, page 546) “in circular (not linear) form to indicate 
that the giftedness construct is not lines and angles, but a sphere, a circle, which enfolds 
all kinds of talent” (p. 37).


